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SIR EDWIN PLOWDEN, 


One of Britain’s “brightest 
young business men,’ 40 years 
of age, has been named by 
Clement Attlee as the country’s 
supreme economic planner at a 
salary of $26,000 a year. This is 
the most responsible job ever 
given to a man outside govern- 
ment and service circles. 


PERSONAL 
STUFF 


‘ 


E. E.R. 


If this column is vacant—more 
vacant than usual, says you?— 
for the next three or four weeks, 
don’t be surprised. When you 
read this stuff I'll be somewhere 
in Oregon where they tell me the 
fruit trees are already in bloom 
and spring is in full swing. A few 
weeks ago I suggested that this 
spring’ in Alberta seemed to be 
shaping up like the first one I 
spent in this province, in 1907, 
with a long winter hanging on into 
April. That’s how it’s been. Maybe 
it will be better now, but I won’t 
be here to see. And if anybody 
tays politics to me during the 
next four weeks—well, I'll prob- 
ably say it right back. But’ the 
general idea is to get a restful 
holiday. If we don’t get it now 
we may not get it at all. My guess 
is that we'll have a_ provincial 
election early next year, probably 
in June, as soon as possible after 
seeding. Some say it may come 
this year, after the Attorney Gen- 
eral gets hack from his jaunt’ to 
London where he will argue the 
Bill of Rights before the Privy 
Council. Of course the bill will 
Teccive the same treatment there 
asit did from the Alberta Supreme 
Court, especially if Maynard uses 
the same fantastic argument in 
favor of its validity. But remem- 
ber the 1945 Social Credit con- 
vention in Calgary, when the At- 


torney General indulged in a bit 


of heroics about being willing to 
80 to jail in-defiance of the law 
if the people wanted it that way? 
Well, they could go to the people 
this fall with a cry something like 
thiss “We tried to do it but, the 
Courts wouldn’t let us—now we 
Want your orders‘to go ahead in 
spite of that!” 


2°, * 49, x? 
ye oe eo 


"It could be that way, but I 
don't think it will. The so-called 
Bill of Rights was too mucle of a 
flop. It Rardly caused g cripple. of 
Mtorest in the Province, oin spite 


$Continued on page 8) 
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Big Papers 
Exhausting 
—OurForests 


EXPORTED TO U.S. 


Controls Handed Over to 
Those Who Control '‘News- 
print for Benefit of Few 


MacINNIS PROTESTS 


U. S. Report Shows “News- 
print” Trust Hides Here, De- 
fies U.S. Anti-Trust Laws 


SMALL PAPERS SUFFER 


OTTAWA—(CPA)—Angry at 
the decontrol statement of Finan- 
ce Minister Abbott which on April 
first removed about one-third of 
Canada’s remaining price ceiling, 
Angus MacInnis (C.C.F., Van- 
couver East) rose —as soon as 
the minister had regained his seat 
—to protest: 

“We have before us a bill deal- 
ing with control; and while we are 
debating the bill, it is being chis- 
elled away, so that by the time we 
finish with it we have no assurance 
as to whether there will be any 
controls . . . The consumer is not 
being protected, though the big 
business man is. We are not pro- 
tecting the people who need pro- 
tection, and the people who do not 
need protection are receiving it.” 

Mr. MacInnis told the House 
that while Canadian publishers are 
seriously hampered in trying to 
get an adequate stock of news- 
print, large exports to the States 
are continuing, and newsprint com- 
panies have been rejoicing over 
“startling increases in the net 
profits for 1946’—according to a 
Toronto Star report. , 

“All that this adds up to,’”’ Mr. 
Maclffnis said, “is that in remov- 
ing newsprint from the control of 

(Continued on page 8) 
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FREEMAN JENKINS 


President of District 26, United 
Mineworkers of America, says 
that striking coalminers in East- 
ern Canada “will stay out until 
we get a just settlement.” After 
seeing John L. Lewis, he stated 
that the international union is 
supporting District 26 in every 


possible way. 13,000 union 
miners have been on strike for 
$1.40 a day increase, since 
Feb. 15th. 


HOWE READY TO 


TALK AS DOSCO 


SUBSIDY ENDS 


Let Strikers Suffer for Two 
Months While Gov't Paid 
Company Losses 


DELIBERATE POLICY 


By DORIS FRENCH 
OTTAWA— (CPA) —The day 
after the termination of the fed- 
eral government’s contract with 
the Dominion Steel and Coal_Com- 
pany, by which the company has 
been subsidized while their em- 

(Continued on page 8) 


British People Uneasy Over . 
President Truman’s Speech 


By Kenneth C. Rathbone 
CPA Correspondent 


LONDON, England. — Though 
British Government comment on 
President Truman’s anouncement 
of aid to Greece and Turkey has 
been limited and non-commital, 
many ordinary members of the 
Labour Movement have made it 
clear beyond doubt that they do 
not endorse the President’s action. 

Those who have believed that 
the USA plans to dominate a world 
: wr] made safe for mon- 

“ o poly capitalism 
i claim that their 
‘ worst fears have 
been fully = con- 
firmed by the 
President’s speech. 

The European 
edition of the New 


Lele : une did not seem 
to have any doubt about the mat- 
ter cither when it reported this 
speech under the headline, TRU- 
MAN SAYS AMERICA PUTS 
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AHEAD 
OF PEACE, Also significant was 
the haste and warmth with which 
Winston Churchill lined up behing 
President Trymaa.. 


York Herald Trib-]. 


Anti-Russian feeling is being 
whipped up by the American Press 
and radio on a scale which is quite 
unknown and would not be toler- 


ated in Britain. It is doubted 
whether this is purely spontan- 
cous. 


Little Enthusiasm 

There is little enthusiasm here 
for supporting America in any 
capitalist assault on Russia. Bri- 
tain is almost ruined after two 
world wars in 30 years and a third 
in the next ten years would make 
recovery quite impossible. 

The extent to which many 
people are opposed to American 
Policy is now reflected in large 
circulation Labour newspapers. A 
recent editorial in the DAILY 
HERALD, the official organ of the 
Labour Party, opens with 
paragraph: 

“Our first reaction to President 
Truman’s speech was one of, un- 


sk 
tied 


easiness. Our second thoughts are 


no happier.” 

Reynolds News Comments 

REYNOLDS NEWS, tke Labeur 
and Co-opeyative Sunday  news- 
paper, is even more emphntic: 

“Tb is necessary to peace that 


(Continued on page.) 
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MES SHRINK 


Family Budget Hit Again 
As Control Lid Comes Off 


-Delegates Get Brush-Off 


OTTAWA—(CPA)—The control lid came off more prices 
on April first, but it was no joke for labor and farm con- 
sumers who saw their incomes shrinking under the impact of 
bigger coal bills, higher costs for clothing and footwear, 
stoves, refrigerators and washing machines, confectionery 
‘and other important items in the family budget. : 

A rise in rents, forecast in the same statement by Finance 


Minister Abbott, has now gone into effect. 


It is estimated 


that coal will cost $2.50 more per ton, while increases in the 
other decontrolled items are everywhere expected. Mr. Ab- 
bott indicated that the government itself anticipated increases 
as a resul€ of removing controls: “Any price adjustments 
which follow wiil, we believe, bring us smoothly to the levels 
which now are appropriate,” the minister said. 


But labor and faym_ leaders* 
didn’t expect the “adjustments” 
to be ‘“‘smooth,”? and they didn’t 
consider them “appropriate.’’ Both 
labor congress leaders immediately 
pointed out that the decontrol 
measure was taken in direct op-j 
position to repeated demands by 
labor that the price line be held, 
or tightened. 

Protests were voiced by H. H. 
Hannam, national president of the 
Canadian Federation of Agricul- 
ture, who told the Co-operative 


Press Association: “I don’t think! 


the people generally are as anxi- 
ous for decontrol as parliament 
would have us believe. The C.F.A. 
has always advocated a stabiliza- 
tion program, which involves some 
controls. We are in favor of hold- 
ing on to price control until times 
are more normal than at present.” 


Farmer at Disadvantage 


Mr. Hannam pointed out that 
the latest decontrol measure put 
the farmer at a further disadvant- 
age, since it frees clothing, motor 


(Continued on page 7) 


TAX DISAGREEMENT 
SEEN AS AN EXCUSE 


TORONTO (CPA)—AIll oppo- 
sition members voted against the 
endorsation of Premier Drew’s re- 
fusal to accept the Dominion gov- 
ernment’s tax proposals, but the 
government majority expressed its 
approval by a vote of 57 to 21. 
A C.C.F. amendment to the reso- 
lution of endorsation asserted that 
both the Canadian and Ontario 
governments used the failure to 
reach an agreement as an excuse 
for not introducing a social se- 
curity program. Liberals and Con- 
servatives join to defeat this 
amendment 68-10. 


C.C.F. House Leader, W. J. 
Grummett, said he felt the whole 
question had been brought down 
to the level of a partisan dispute, 
and while this “political game” 
Was going on, the people as a 
whole suffered from lack of neces- 
sary social services. The failure 
to reach an agreement gives both 
governments an excuse for defer 
ring social measures which must 
be inaugurated to ward off suf- 
fering in years to come. 


Irvine Radio Talks 


William Irvine, M.P. for Cari- 
boo, will report on the parlia- 
mentary session, from the follow- 
ing radio stations: 

CFIC, Kamloops, Sunday, April 
18, 5:30 p.m. 

CFGP, Grande Prairie, Sunday, 
April 27, at 8:80 p.m. 


H. H. HANNAM, 


President of the Canadian Fed- 
eration of Agriculture, told a 
CPA reporter, “I don’t think the 
people generally are as anxious 
for decontrol as _ parliament 
would have us believe.’’ Farmers 
are now at a special disadvan- 
tage, he said. 


RHODES SCHOLAR 
FROM N.S. IS A 
C.CF. OFFICER 


HALIFAX.-—Allan E, Blakeney, 
21, of Dalhousie University, has 
been awarded the 1947 Rhodes 
Scholarship for Nova Scotia. 


Atlan is vice-president of the 
c.c i, Club in Bridgewater and 
has taken an _ interest in the 
C.C.U.F. at Dalhousie. Besides his 
high scholarly record he has been 
active in debating, student pub- 
lications, and this year is vice- 
president of the student council. 
He plans to. study economies and 
modern history at Oxford. 


C.C.F. RADIO TALKS 
Grande Prajrie, CFGP, 

7:15 p.m. Wednesday. 
Edmonton, CJCA, 10:15 p.m. 

Saturday. 
Calgary, CFAC, 6:15 p.m. 

Saturday. : 
Lethbridge, CJOC, 6:00 p.m 

Saturday. 

Invite your friends and 
neighbors to listen in to these 
fiveeminute talks each week. 
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SPEAKING OF FREEDOMS’ 


Hardly a week passes by without 
some champion of ‘free enter- 


prise” sounding alarm on_ the 
radio or in the press that Can- 
adians are in danger of losing their 
freecoms because of rising popu- 
larity of socialist ideas. Some- 
body is spending thousands of dol- 
lars flooding our mailboxes with 
cleverly prepared pamphlets in 
which socialist principles are 
twisted, distorted and misrepre- 
sented in order to confuse and to 
frighten the uninformed. It’s an 


old trick. Hitler and Goebbels 
used it in Germany. They went 
even further. They set fire to 
parliament buildings and then suc- 
cessfully blamed it on Communis- 
ts. Germans fell for this trick and 
handed power to Adolf. The rest 
is bloody history. 

Who are these champions of 
freedom behind the scare cam- 
paign? They are invariably old 
line party politicians (including 
Social Credit-tories) bank presi- 
dents or Big Business representa- 
tives. 

By a strange coincidence they 
are the same people who oppose 
any measures proposed by the 
C.C.F. for freedom from want. 
They are the people who asked 
for and imposed income tax on 
co-operatives. They fight any 
improvements to the Labor Code. 
All their efforts and influence 
are directed to curb any freedoms 
that may help the common people 
to liberate themselves from ex- 
ploitation. Yet they have the 
audacity to accuse socialists of 
having designs on freedoms which 
early socialists themselves have 
won in bitter struggles. No one 
is more concerned with such free- 
doms as universal. suffrage, free- 
dom of association and of expres- 
sion. By themselves they are 
insufficient. They butter no 
bread. But they are weapons 
which the common people can use 
in the struggle for economic free- 
dom, freedom from want and ex- 
ploitation. In many _ instances 
socialists are still fighting for ex- 
tension of political freedom, such 
as removal of property qualifica- 
tions in urban communities. 


Invariably they find ‘‘free en- 
lerprisers’’ opposed to such ex- 
tensions. The record of socialist 
governments within the British 
Commonwealth of Nations and 
other democracies is one of not- 
able extensions of political and 
economic freedoms to the common 
People. The Saskatchewan CCF 
government. made such an exten- 
sion only a few weeks ago when 
they passed a bill of rights re- 
storing to their civil servants the 
democratic freedom of active par- 
ticipation in politics. The same 
bill makes it an offence to prac- 
tice racial discrimination. This 
bill stands now as a challenge to 
the rest of Canada. 

The only freedom that is in 
danger from Socialist administra- 
tion is the freedom of Special 
Privilege to exploit the workers 
and farmers of Canada. When 
you hear Big Business mouth- 
Pieces warning you against loss of 
take it from me, 
Brother, that is what they mean: 
freedom to exploit the toilers of 
Canada, They do not give a hoot 
ubout your freedom +o vote or to 
gripe. They would just as goon 
you didn’t have it. 
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The People Speak | 


Letters to the editor may be published under a pseudonym, 
but in each case the name and address of the writer must be 
forwarded to the editor as evidence of good faith. The People’s 
Weekly takes nw responsibility for opinions expressed by 
correspondents and will not publish any letters exceeding 
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CO-OPERATION AND 
SOCIALISM 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Believing that a clarifica- 
tion of the meaning of the words 
“co-operation” and “socialism” to 
be important and necessary for the 
future success of our movement, I 
wish to thank the P.W. for giving 
opportunity for such discussion 
and to express the hope that it may 
be allowed to continue until I am 
able to grasp the basic fact set out 
by Mr. L. Peterson in P.W. of 
March 1, that “Co-operation and 
socialism are all one and the same 
thing.” I have always thought 
that they were somewhat different. 
So in order to give those who know 
better a chance to put me wise in 
these matters I will endeavor to 
display a few items in which I have 
thought co-operation and socialism 
were different: 

1. Socialism is ownership by all 
or government ownership. Co- 
operation is ownership by a few or 
group ownership. 

2. Socialism may have 49% op- 
posed. In co-operation all who are 
opposed stay out. In co-operation 
there is no opposition but 100% 
support. 

8. In socialism or government 
action there is the power of the 
courts backed by the police, to 
force the opponents into line. In 
co-operation all action is volun- 
tary. It rests entirely on faith and 
good will. The individual joins a 
co-operative without compulsion 
and can depart without restraint. 

4. ‘Co-operation starts with any 
number. Socialism must wait for 
a majority. 

5. As we fight the battle for 
socialization, co-operators are not 
“against us.” They are the first to 
go over the top. They are “the 
dagger pointed at the heart of 
capitalism.” They are the trained 
veterans, the mechanized army al- 
ready skilled in the use of huge 
economic machines and ready to 
take their part in world co-opera- 
tion because they are trained in co- 
operation at home. 

6. Co-operation ‘is evolutionary, 
not revolutionary. Cuvu-operatives 
are the first steps upstairs from 
“every man for himself” to “each 
for all and all for each.” Do not 
ignore the steps and determine to 
wait until we are able to raise our- 
selves to the next flat with one 
blinking jump. We might wait a 
long time yet for that. 

7. Co-operation starts working 
where we are with what we have 
and it starts now; in fact it started 
100 years ago to build a better 
World. Its only power is the power 
of enlightened good will, its only 
force is the force of human fellow- 
ship. 

8. When co-operators are in the 
majority then the economic life of 
the people will be safe in the hands 
of such a government as they will 
elect. 

The word socialism does not de- 
scribe our whole movement but 
only one section of it. When we 
have reached our goal we will still 
be able to say, and now abideth 
private enterprise, co-operation 
and socialism but the greatest of 
these is co-operation. 

- I. V. MACKLIN. 

Grande Prairie, Alberta. 


WANTS CUOK ARTICLE 
REPRINTED 
Editor, People’s Weekly: 

Sir: Having been snow-bound 
all winter and mud-bound this 
spring because of the Tory Credit 
rotten roads, T have had_ plenty 
of time to read the condensed ead- 
ition of “Stand Up and Be Count- 
ed’’ by B. A. Trestrail over again. 

That column about the author 
is good. 

He states: Iam a Canadian by 
CHOICE not by CHANCE. I am 
from Missouri, Barring a short 
absence overseas with the A.E.F. 
in the last war (Works War I) I 
have lived here for over thirty 
years, 

The point is if he loved Canada 
and the poor Canadians that he is 
worried about, why did he get into 


It's Modern! the A.E.F. I hate to think it could 


in length. | 


be that Canada had conscription 
first. There were some that got 
caught in the U.S. draft that slip- 
ped over the line from ‘Canada. If 
all the things were true about the 
C.C.F. that he states in his book 
he would have to add a lot more 
to make it stink as bad as the 
deal the farmers have received 
from the Liberal government. 

The column by J. E. Cook in 
the issue of March 15, “Farmers 
Have Already Paid” ought to wake 
up the biggest dumbbell. I would 
like to see that printed in pamphlet 
form and put in the hands of every 
farmer lest he forget at the next 
election. If such a fund could be 
started to get them printed I en- 
close five dollars to head the list. 
If not stick it into the radio fund. 

ARTHUR W. CLARKE. 

Lomond, Alberta. 


NOT SUPPORTING COM- 
MUNIST ACTIVITIES 

Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir—Recently I participated in 
argument with an Alberta member 
of the C.C.F. who maintain that 
the “.C.F. is supporting Com- 
muni activities in the world to- 
day. As proof of this he pointed 
out that our Alberta head office 
has been acting for years as a dis- 
tributing agency for communist 
literature. He specifically men- 
tioned Mr. Dyson ‘Carter’s ‘Life 
of Stalin’ which I myself pur- 
chased at a C.C.F. promotion meet- 
ing in 1945. This volume’ is a 
Communist eulogy incorrect in its 
facts and premises and proved so 
by the incidents of post-war events. 

Therefore I request the privilege 
of drawing the attention of your 
readers to the first editorial item 
in the April copy of the ‘Canadian 
Forum.” The title is “Two Great 
Powers” —“From Now On,” says 
the Forum, “international relations 
become synonymous with Russian- 
American relations” . . “the Rus- 
sian totalitarian state has revealed 
itself to be expansionist and im- 
perialistic. It is today control- 
ling by force, or threat of force, 
Poland, Yugoslavia, Roumania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Northern Ko- 
rea, Finland, Albania, the Baltic 
States and sections of various 
other countries. In most of these 
nations democratic liberties are 
either abolished or severely limited. 
Anyone in these countries who will 
not support Russian control. risks 
imprisonment or death, while sup- 


porters of Russian domination are] _ 


placed in positions of power, even 
though many of them, as Bevin 
pointed out in Moscow, are former 
leading fascists. The United States 
does not appear to offer any more 
savory alternative .. . democratic 
socialists must refuse to make a 
choice between the expansionism of 
the Kremlin and the defensive im- 
perialism of Wall Street.” 

The Canadian Forum and the 
People’s Weekly are both mediums 
of expression of the C.C.F. party 
—the former of the federa] leader- 
ship, the latter of a provincial 
one. 

I find myself in complete accord- 
ance with the former in this mat- 
ter and completely out of accord- 
ance with the Communist sympa- 
thies expressed by a few prominent 
Alberta C.C.F’ers. 

Surely in this greatest of all 
problems in the world today it is 
necessary for the C.C.F. to have a 
unified and official position. I 
would like to express my admira- 
tion for the recent outspoken ex- 
pressions on the floor of the legis- 
lature of the C.C.F.’s disgust for 
the manifestations cf another 
species of totalitarianism in this 
province, 

Social demecracy can still stand 
on its own feet within our British 
Commonwealth of nations. It is 
not compelled to pay lip service to 
either 8 Russian or a Teutonic 
brand of dictatorship. Let us 
shake ourselves free of both and go 
forward da vur own strength to 
that goal of socinl freedom and 
equity for the attainment of which 
the C.C.F. almost spontaneously 
came into existence in Canada, 

JOHN F. MILNER. 

Fallis, Alberta. 
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ROBABLY most of us have| 
had compliments paid us 
which sounded rather doubtful 
as compliments although meant as 


such. Probably also we have con- 
sidered some comment a compli- 
ment, although quite the opposite 
was in mind, but either the source 
of the comment itself made it one 
in our estimation. To me, the 
C.C.F. workers in Alberta have 
been the recipient of a very great 
tribute although it was not so in- 
tended. 

| 


Being in close touch with some 
of the workers of the Alberta Edu- 
cational Council recently formed 
with the great aim at present of 
trying to induce the Government of 
the Province to make greater con- 
tribution for the cause of prim- 
ary and secondary education, I 
have made mention of it several 
times. I know, perhaps better than 
a great many, of the time and 
thought and energy which has been 
expended by workers in this move- 
ment. And to most it has been 
time and thought and energy for 
which they were not to be paid in 
dollars and cents but of which they 
gave as they considered the need 
so great. To have helped give bet- 
ter educational opportunities to 
the children of: this Province was 
their pay. 

This movement met with wide 
support from a very great number 
of representative ‘bodies of all 
kinds all over the Province. It 
would almost seem as though a 
Government having the interest of 
education very much at heart 
would have welcomed this activity. 
It would make it possile for them 
to make very greatly increased ex- 
penditure in that department for if 
the expenditure were being queried 
at any time and they were being 
taken to task that they were not 
working in the interests of the 
people of the Province, they could 
but point to the very strongly ex- 
pressed desire which made it so 
evident that it was wanted. 

But has that been their attitude? 
No. They started to throw mud 
and belittle the workers and as- 
sign party politics motives to the 
council’s efforts. ‘One cannot but 
wonder why. Is it because that is 
the only motive they understand? 
It is because they are trying to 
draw attention away from the fact 
that they have failed to help in the 
interests of Education as they 
could and should? 
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They have tried to belittle the 
movement because, they _ say, 
Socialists and our C.C.F. workers 
were in it. And, by the way, is it 
strange that they should be since 
our schools are one of the social- 
istic institutions of our civiliza- 
tion? To me, it is one of the fin- 
est compliments that could be paid 
our organization and workers — 
that they were giving of their ef- 
forts for the betterment of educa- 
tion of the young people of this 
province. 

We certainly must think dif- 
ferently for it seems to me if I 
were a member of the Social Credit 
party in Alberta I should feel hu- 
miliated at the besmirching tactics 
heard from Government leaders 
and seen in a page like “Main 
Street” in their official paper. It 
would be humiliating to me that 
they were working against a sin- 
cere effort being made to help our 
young people. 


A land-girl called on a farmer 
in response to an advertise> ent 
for a shepherd and offered her 
services. 

“No, no, my iassie,”’ said the old 
farmer “I advertised for a shep- 
herd, not a shepherdess..’’ 

“I know that,” replied the land- 
girl, “but surely there is no reason 
why the work should not be under- 
taken by a woman.” 

“Well, a woman once tried it 
and made « mess of the job,” ex- 
plained the farmer. 

‘‘Who was she?” asked the girl. 

“Bo-Peep!” was the sharp 
retort. —Answers. 
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LABOR DIRECTORY 


Look Here for Information Regarding Officers, Meetings, etc., 
of Trade Unions and Other Labor Organizations in the Province. 


EDMONTON 


Brewery, Flour, Cereal & Soft Drink 
SVarices of America No. 314—Meects 
8rd Wednesday in Labor Hall. Presi- 
dent, D. O. Roberts, 9611 SSrd Avenue, 
Soft Drink Branch Secretary. 9987 Soth 
Avenue. phone 38916; Secy.-Treasurer, 
J. Flower, 1OS8P 75th Street, phone 
T1987, Deliveries: delexate, J. Lindsay, 
LOT6A HSth Street, phone f89dl, 


a en 

Carpenters & Joiners of America Local 
1325, Edmonton, Alta,, United Brother. 
hood of—Meeta Ist and Sra Fridays in 
the Labor Temple. President. W. G. 
Stanton, 12065 vath St.; Fin.-Sec'y.. 
L. D. Pollard.os2s LOLA Avenue; Ree.- 
See'y., A. Mogridge, Labor Temple; 
Trenaurer, Jo A. So Smith, 11832 95A 
Street; Bustness Agent, J.P. Crags, 
Labor Temple. 


Garment Workers of America No. 121, 
United—Meets second Wednesday in 
eich month in Labor Hall. President. 
Perey Williamson, 9548 106a Ave. 
Reconling Secretary, Alberta Whar 
ton, LISSL STth Srreet. 


Railway Carmen No, 444, Biviherhooe 
of—Meets second Friday af every 
month in Labor Hall, President, J.B 
Asplund, 2212 LIth Aves; See RK 
Lewis, LU17 Wrd Str Nae. S 
Hamilton, 10950 Soth Ave 

Fire Fighters, No. 209, International As- 
sociation of—Meets in No. 2 Nire Hall. 
President, Tom Stecle, 9644 105th Se. 
FKdmagton: Secretary-Treasurer.  W. 
Young, 22124 Jasper Ave, Edmonton, 
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FARMER INCOME TAX 


Dvrinc the war the government was forced to increase 
the production of certain required materials. In some 
cases the manufacturers did not have the facilities to step up 
production and were either unable or reluctant to finance 
expanded plant. By such devices as “special accelerated de- 
preciation” the governinent enabled these corporations to 
equip themselves by keeping and investing money which 
would normally have gone into the federal treasury by way 
of incoine taxes. 


ai 
3d 


April 12, 1947 


During the depression years farmers fed society at a loss 
to themselves. This resulted in their inability to maintain or 
replace worn out buildings and equipment. In other words 
the farmer was losing his capital. 


Today the world requires agricultural products as des- 
perately as we needed guns and planes before. Their efficient 
and expanded production requires the best of equipment. To 
gel it the industry should be entitled to at least as much 
consideration as the great corporations of Canada got during 
the war and are, in many cases, still getting. 


It Is as important to the rest of us as it is to the farmers 
that agriculture should be on a firm basis. It will be deplor- 
able if income taxes prevent them from recouping their capi- 
tal losses of the depression years. In order that they may, it 
would be sound national policy to grant them the kind of tax 
concessions that have been given freely to the Aluminum 
company and many mining, power and oil companies. 


THE PEOPLE ASK 


HI more we consider its implications the more we believe 

there should be effective provisions for forcing govern- 
ments to provide information on public affairs sought by 
members of the legislature. 


Cilizens of the province generally should be made to feel 
that nothing is being hidden. In respect to public service or- 
ganizations seeking to do themselves some of the things 
governments invariably leave undone, the supplying of in- 
formation about social services should, of course, be a mat- 
ter of common courtesy. The treatment accorded the 
1.0.D,1s. in its social welfare research was shecking and can 
only leave the impression that the department concerned has 
plenty to hide. However, the 1.0.D.E. is not a part of the gov- 
ernmental machinery. Ministers can snub the organization if 
they wish. ‘That is a matter only of courtesy and the will to 
see facts exposed. 


We think a much graver thing is the refusal of the gov- 
ernment to answer in the legislature questions asked by 
members who were sent there to represent the people. When 
Imer Roper asks how much money has been spent on the 
Kdmonten-Calgary highway he is asking the question on 
behalf of the 70,000 people in this province who voted for his 
group. Chances are a great many more want to know. When 
the government fails to tell to the member from Edmonton, 
or Calgary, or Banff-Cochrane, or anywhere else, to whom 
the government sold cars and at what price, it seems to us it 


ls flouting a very important principle of democratic govern- 
ment, 


eChe government is responsible to the legislature which is 
the direct means of control by the people. Its responsibility 
to supply required information may have no basis in written 
law; we are not sure about that. But as democracy grew that 
Was one of the principles accepted along with responsible 
government, the secret ballot, and the universal franchise. 

It is only in Alberta that a government flouts the right of 
the people's representatives to know what is being done with 
public money, If this great democratic principle is not in 
written law it should be, 


ALBERTA COMEDY 


LBERTA politics has its comical side. The taxpayers of 

the province pay for a government publicity bureau. One 
of its slogans, as emblazoned on Edmonton signboards de- 
clares: “Alberta—Leads Canada in Social Services”. 


Public opinion here is progressive in respect to social 
services. Many non-political bodies exist to further such 
services. Among those which devote themselves to their ex- 
tension, development and financing are the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association, the Alberta School Trustees’ Association, the 
Alberta Motor Association, the 1.0.D.E., the Alberta Associa- 
tion fof Municipal Districts, the Gld Age Pensioners, and a 
score of others, including all the Farmers’ organizations, In 
every single instance their thinking is far beyond the gov- 
ernment, which spends its time defending dtself against Irate 
citizens who want to make the advertising slogans true. In 
some gases the governinent even admits things are bad, des- 
perately seeks excuses. 


It is tragic, of course. But jt has its comic aspects. For all 
of the dissatisfied people are helping pay for the propaganda: 
“Alberta—Leads Canada in Social Services”. 


tabsent 


THE 
THIRD 
COLUMN 


TMEY WON'T LIE DOWN 
Tom Russell, Hollyburn, B.€.: 


“If you are one of those who 
think the song Gracie Fields used 
to sing is only @ joke, you are 
wrong. In the city of Bradford, 
England, a leeal Tory paper 
printed an advertisement in big 
type at the top of its front page 
which said ‘Millions now dying 
will never live, followed by a 
scream about the shortage of coal, 
houses and food, and an appeal 
to the dying millions to join the 
Conservative party, presumably 
if they want to live.’ 

“But they are an ungrateful lot, 
those dead and dying Bradford 
folk who are coalless, homeless 
and starving. At the general elec- 
tion they returned Labor members 
for all the five seats. A few 
months later they got up out of 
their death-beds and voted Labor 
into power on the city council. 
Not satisfied with that, last No- 
vember these coalless, homeless 
and starving Bradford folk again 
got up out of their death beds 
and actually increased the Labor 
majority on the city council. 

“How else can it be explained 
if it’s not that ‘they are dead but 
they won’t lie down?’ ” 


* 


CARTIER REJECTS ANTI. 
SEMITISM 


The Albertan, April 2, 1947: 

“The defeat of Michael 
Buhay, the Communist candi- 
date, in the Cartier bye-election 
Monday was not surprising. ... 

“The candidature of Paul 
Masse, who ran under the ban- 
ner of anti-Cammunist and 
Autonomist, is also of national 
interest... . 

“Both the Liberal and Com- 
munist candidates were Jews. 
Masse was known to have anti- 
Jewish feelings. He received the 
backing of the Union des Elec- 
teurs, which is the Social Credit 
party in Quebec, and also of the 
waning Bloc Populaire and the 
strong Union Nationale move- 
ment of Premier Duplessis. 
Thus at the risk of electing a 
Communist by = splitting the 
genuine anti-Communist vote, 
Masse was put into the race 
ostensibly in the interests of 
‘autonomy’ and anti-Commun- 
ism, but really as an anti- 
Liberal and perhaps as an anti- 
Jew. And he, too, polled more 
than 25 per cent of the total 
vote. With the Jews in Cartier 
in a definite minority, the vic- 
tory of Maurice Hartt, the 
Liberal, takes on added 


stature.” 


ABSENTEE TORIES 


M. J. Coldwell in C.B.C. 
Broadcast, April 2. 


“On the first division this ses- 
sion, on February 10, thirty-five 
Progressive Conservatives were 
On March 25th, when the 
resolution dealing with controls 
was voted upon. twenty-five of 
them were away. Indeed, up to 
the duy, there had been fifteen 
recorded divisions. The total 
possible Conservative votes of the 
sixty-seven members would have 
been one thousand and five. 

“But they cast only six hundred 
and seventy-eight votes. The 
average of absentees in the Tory 
Party in these divisions, was 
twenty-two, or almost one-third 
of the Party ; 

“That is how the Progressive 
Conservative Party neglects its of- 
ficial duties and fails to safeguard 
our democratic proseaure in the 
Canadian House of Commons 

“On the other hand, ? can point 
proudly to the record of the C.C.F., 
Our percentage of attendance and 
votes cast is by far the best in the 
House, because my colleagues be- 
lieve in democracy, and hence take 
their parliamentary duties seri- 
ously,” 
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- FOOTPRINTS - 


A Revolutionary Gospel | 


By J. P. GRIFFIN 


“I am the veal and living way.” 


E TURN now to the Ec- 

cliastical view of history in 

the second and third cen- 
tury. Men then held that history 
was wrongful and evil, but that 
something could be done about it. 
The Church was given as _ the 
means of escape from the wicked 
world and there was no salvation 
to be found anywhere else. 

In spite of the experiment in 
communism conducted by the first 
Christians; an experiment in 
public ownership of such deep re- 
ligious significance that when two 
Christians were convicted of hold- 
ing out some of the proceeds ac- 
cruing from the sale of their own 
property, they were so conscience- 
stricken at the enormity of their 
own guilt that they died of heart 
failure—in spite of that lesson 
the Church moved steadily away 
from social ownership and piled up 
its own worldly possessions. Ceas- 
ing thus its interest in social ends 
it became ‘extractionist”, and 
made its chief business to be the 
extraction of its followers out of 
this wicked world into a heavenly 
state. Thus the great ideal of 
Jesus, the Kingdom of God, faded 
away. 

We may term the next phase 
that of Social Gospelism. Men 
building the Kingdom of God. 
This was also the industrial age 
of expanding Capitalism, and 
with that expansion men accepted 
the “inevitability of gradualism” 
as applicable to both industry and 
the Kingdom. God was obviously 
interested in their growth! These 
were the days of Mr. Coué, “Every 
day in every way I am getting bet- 
ter and better.””’ Why then worry 


about society ? The world fo» 
Christ we sing! Although that age 
was followed by great wars and 
depressions, and then — greatey 
wars and greater depressions, We 
stilt find men carried away by this 
blind sense of fatalistic optimism, 

We turn now to the modern neo. 
prophetic apprehension of history, 
Here history does make sensge, 
Whatsoever a man sows that also 
shall he reap. It is scientific, 
therefore predictable. Men are 
free to choose, but not free to 
escape the consequences of their 
choice. Philosophical freedom, 
but not Metaphysical freedom, 
And along this line the teachings 
of Jesus take on a sternness that js 
often unwelcome to professed be. 
lievers. Jesus taught the Father. 
hood of God. A wise father places 
responsibility on his children, so 
that by trial and error, pain and 
joy, struggle and success, the mor- 
al fibres may grow and become 
strong. Many people pervert this 
wholesome teaching, and shrinking 
from responsibilities create for 
themselves a_ divine papahood 
which will always put things right 
for its little children, no matter 
what they may do. 

Jesus declared himself to be 
the living way. Certainly he 
shirked no duties, though they led 
him to a cross. Therefore the 
modern interpretation of history 
is unacceptable to many, because 
it put responsibility for social sin 
squarely on their shoulders. It 
also opens a door of hope by in- 
sisting that we can prevent pov- 
erty and war by removing their 
causes. A much more positive at- 
titude than that which expects 
God to cure us of all our ills while 
we passively look on. 


The S. C. Board Report 


—Some Pertinent Questions § 


By J. E. Cook, . 


PRESIDENT, ALBERTA C.C.F. 


lows” and in this province 

today we have a_ bedside 
seat. Many, of us feel so embar- 
rassed we won’t look. 


During the session Mr. Roper 

and Mr. Liesemer wanted to find 

out just who the 

friends and mentors 

of Social Credit 

were. After all it 

is still true that we 

wannot fail to be 

judged by the com- 

pany we keep. So- 

cial Credit political 

policies are at all 

times intricate enough to keep or- 

dinary citizens in more or less 

confusion. Unless you have the 

faith, it is difficult to reason from 

position to shifting position. But 

when we read the writings of 

Major Douglas, the reports of the 

speeches of Norman Jaques, and 

the position of Social Credit in 

Quebec and Northern Ontario, 

and add to that the report of the 

Social Credit Board, Messrs. Roper 

and Liesemer were doing exactly 

what most of us wanted done, 

finding out, if possible, what the 

position of the individual member 

of the Alberta Legislature was, in 

respect to polifical policies, world- 
wide and national. 


Refuse Recorded Vote 


But the hkest efforts of the 
C.€.8. representatives in the Leg. 
islature were not good = gnough. 
The business of the session was so 
arranged that the privata members 
did not vote on the Social Credit 
Board report. The report was 
discussed under estimates, because 
thé House voted another $19,000 
for continuance of the Board, but 
no recorded vote was allowed on 
that occasion, although demanded 


HERE is an old saw “Poli- 
tics make strange bedfel- 


in the ordinay way, by three memn- 
bers standing. 

Then Mr. Roper introduced a 
direct motion to the effect that the 
report was not acceptable to the 
members of the Legislature. That 
debate was adjourned and _ not 
brought before the Legislature 
again. These are smart subter- 
fuge methods of conducting the 
meetings of the Legislature. 


Question M.L.A.’s 


So the private members were 
not allowed to express an opinion. 
Perhaps it was wise on the part of 
the government not to let them 
do so. Perhaps it would not have 
mattered. To one who sat through 


many meetings of this session it | 


is doubtful if the bulk of the pri- 
vate members would have dared 
to express a definite opinion. But 
at home they must take some posi- 
tion. It will be well for Alberta 
citizens to carefully read the 
Social Credit Board report. It will 
be well to have an opinion of your 
own thereon. 


thinks of it. Nobody outside the 

Social Credit caucus was able to 
find that out this session. 

Who Is Official 8. €.7 

But the Premier, under 


Mr. Roper that the caucus or the 
government or some other respon- 
sible body, speaking for the Al- 
berta Social Crediters, would tell 
the world very soon what the of- 
ficial position of Socin) Credit is. 


And Mr. Premier has issued such | 


a statement. Now it is difficult 
to know just who is the official 
Social Credit. 

About one thing there js no dif- 
ference of opinion. There ia & 
plot. According to Major Douglas 
there is a world plot. Aceording 


(Continued on page 6) 


And then it will be | 
well to find out what your M.L.A. | 


pres- A! 
sure, quite crossly suggested to 
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BUSINESS 
_ AND 
PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORY 
EDMONTON 


cONTRACTORS 


DICCONSON & COMPANY 
Designers and Builders 
“All Types of Construction” 
PHONES 27855 + 84642 
——— 
DRUGGIST:S 
DISPENSARIES LTD. 
601 Tegler Bldg. 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
aT 


DANCING SCHOOL 


If you can walk, we can make 
you a popular dancer in 2 DAYS. 
When you dance well, you and 
your partner both have a grand 
time. 
Adults Only — Strictly Private. 
No Spectators. 


SULLIVAN’S SCHOOL OF 
BALL ROOM DANCING 
10388 101 Street, 1% Blocks 
North of Eaton’s. EDMONTON 


SAW REPAIRS 


TED MILNE 
30 Years Shop & Mill Experience 
FAST SERVICE - GUARANTEED 
WORK 
9563 102 Ave. Phone 29624 
Edmonton. ‘ 


MACHINE SHOPS 


DREW MACHINE SHOP 
AND FOUNDRY 
EDMONTON 
Pump Jacks, Centre Drive, Cord- 
wood Saw Mandrels, Stock Water 
tanks to order. Saw Mills—Steam 
Boilers. Industrial Power Machin- 
ery. Gear Cutting, Welding, 
and General Repairs. 


Wear 


Milt pitt 


HATS 
“UNION MADE” 


Mary R. Crawford 
CCF Speaker Tues. 


Miss Mary R. Crawford will 
speak on the topic, ‘‘What’s Brew- 
ing in Alberta?’ when she ad- 
dresses tne Edmonton C.C.F. on 


Tuesday, April 15, in the I.0.0.F. 
Hall. Miss Crawford will speak 
at 9 o’clock with the business com- 
mencing at 8 p.m. 

President John 
preside. 


Burke will 


REMINDER TO C.C.F. WOMEN 


Members of the Ed:nonton Wo- 
men’s C.C.F. Club are reminded to 
bring their aprons to the meeting 
on Monday, April 14, at 8 p.m., 
at the home of Mrs. J. H. Dowler, 
982: 90th Avenue. 


44-Hour Week and 
8-Hour Day for 
Sask. on July 1 


REGINA.—Provision for a 44- 
hour week with a basic eight hour 
day is contained in the Hours of 
Work Act introduced by Labor 
Minister C. C. Williams. It will 
apply to every employee within a 
five-mile radius of any city and to 
employees governed by the Mini- 
mum Wage Act, but exempts agri+ 
cultural workers, domestics, care- 
tukers, travelling salesmen, per- 
sons employed solely in a mana- 
gerial capacity, sand employees 
whose working conditions are cov- 
ered by the Fire Depntments Pla- 
toon Act. The Act will go into 
effect July 1, 1947. 
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. On Display at Empire Room 


“Rocky Coast” 


Murray MacDonald Paintings 


At CCF Tea April 17th -19th 


One of the main features of at- 
traction at the Edmonton C.C.F. 
Women’s Club Spring Tea to be 
held at the Hudson’s Bay Empire 
Room on April 17, 18 and 19 is the 
display of water-color paintings by 
Murray W. MacDonald, _ well 
known Edmonton artist. Some fifty 
paintings embracing a wide variety 
of subjects and interests are being 
shown. i 

The versatility and originality 
of the work becomes evident as one 
studies such variations as are 
shown in the bold effects found in 
the design of “Mount Burgess” and 
contrast it with the soft misty 
light in “Lonely Point”. This last 
painting creates the atmosphere of 
a coming storm along the Pacific 
coast, and seldom do we find water 
colors attempted in such a large 
scale. 

Along the Saskatchewan 

“Birches by the River” brings us 
closer home, and represents a 
smoky haze along the Saskatche- 
wan river in the early spring. 
Snow scenes from our Alberta win- 
ter are well handled and “Blue 


. HAVE just been reading a 


few of the letters which have 

arrived with donations to the 

Wocdsworth House Memorial 
Fund. Many have moved me 
deeply. <A surprising proportion 
are from Old Age Pensioners who 
remember that, inadequate though 
their pensions are, the little they 
have is due to the pledge extract- 
ed from the present Prime Minis- 
ter during the critical 1926 ses- 
sion of Parliament. The letter 
which Mr. King then wrote to Mr. 
Woodsworth, pledging the intro- 
duction of such a measure at that 
session, is a treasured possession 
of the C.C.F., and hangs in a con- 
spicuaus place in our new National 
Headquarters. Indeed, looking 
through the letters which have ar- 
rived already, a very high propor- 
tion contain small donations from 
Old Age Pensioners who send their 
donations with words of apprecia- 
tion and affection for our late 
Leader. By no means ore all from 
the aged; some are from sick-beds, 
where sufferers follow closely the 
affairs of today, and hope that our 
Movement will achieve power, in 
order to mitigate pain and suffer- 
ing of others jin the years to come. 


. Letter from Sanitorium 

As T write, I have before me a 
Ietter from a sanitorium—from a 
patient, who encloses » cheque for 
ten dollurs, and adds that his fi- 
nancial resources are very low, 
telling me that he has ovcupied a 
sick-bed for six years, and that— 
“this might be my last chance” te 
fhow the appreciation of the 
C.C.F. which he feels. Ho adds— 
“all I can do is to pray that aature 
give you health and courmge to 
fight the battle for humanity.” 


Winter” and “Snow on the Hilltop 
illustrate this with quite different 
moods. 


” 


Realism is not the intended key- 


note of any of the paintings, and from high school. They fondly hope 
stylized and é 
terns are much in evidence in some th 
of the smalter sketches, such as|open up new opportunities for 
“Lookout” and “Edith ‘Cavel”. A|them in the far west. 

number of the paintings to be 
shown here have been on exhibition 


conventionalized pat- 


at various places in the west, of 
particular note being the ones ex- 
hibited at the Gallery for North- 
western Artists in Seattle. 

Mrs. Edith Rogers, president of 
the Women’s C.C.F. Club, will re- 
ceive the guests assisted by Miss 
Mary R. Crawford and Miss Mari- 
an Gimby. 

A sale of aprons will be featured 
at the tea on Thursday, April 17 
with Mrs. H. Scott and Mrs. L. C. 
Smith in charge. On Friday, bridge 
and whist card tables will be in 
charge of Mrs. Wolfe Margolus 
and Mrs. B. Marliss. Mrs. Edsel 
Fast and Mrs. T. Truscott will con- 
vene the home cooking sale at the 
tea on Saturday. 


Woodsworth Memorial Fund 


From Anglican Clergyman 

Letters come from all sorts and 
conditions of men and women. A 
labouring man, with a family of 
little children, sends the money 
the little ones have saved, because 
that is all that can be spared. Al- 
most every walk of life is repre- 


sented among the subscribers to. 


the Fund. Here I have a letter 
from an Anglican Clergyman, who 
ministers to a poor Parish in a 
Canadian City. He writes that he 
encloses a small donation, and 
adds—"‘We are proud and happy 
at the fine leadership given the 
C.C.F. by J. S. Woodsworth. My 
Parish is a Conservative strong- 
hold, but there is a steadily-grow- 
ing group who are believing in and 
working for the ideals of the 
C.C.F. May God guide the minds 
of the Leaders, as well as the rank 
and file of this courageous people’s 
movement”. 


Look to the C,C.F. 

And so I could continue to quote 
from the letters that are coming 
in. The significant and interest- 
ing thing is that most of the sub- 


scriptions are from people whose]. 
circumstances are poor but who], 


leok to the C.C.F. to improve the 


lot of Canadians similarly situated. || 
We are a long way from cur ob- || 


jective but I am certain that if 
those who admired Mr. Woods- 
worth and are able to subscribe, 
will do much less proportionately 
than those whose = subscriptions 
mean nun condderable sacrifice, we 
shall exceed the amount required, 

Might I suggest that those who 
have not already done so forward 
their contributions immediately to 
the Woodsworth Memorial Fund, 
801 Metealfe Street, Ottawa. 

M. J. COLDWELL. 


Patronize Our 
Advertisers 


(CCF Personalities 


Mrs. Anne Peters 


Secretary, Lethbridge C.C.F. Provincial Constituency Association 


Lethbridge hails from|finances. She-feels that people 
“The Island’ (Prince| need a bit of education in the mat- 


M: ANNE PETERS of|tion campaigns looking after the 
Edward Island, to the|ter 


of financial contributions to 


fellow 
Innis, 


they were in the days when Mrs. | now,”’ she explains. 

Peters went to Mrs. Peters has been U.F.W.A. 
school. Few es-| director for Lethbridge constitu- 
caped without a |ency for eight years. 

good training in * 
m™ the shorter cate- 
chism but the in- 


On Community Council 


During her two years respite 
avec: fa -cauens from teaching the voluntary jobs 
ee ee ren piled up. She accepted the con- 
tend’ te heathens? venorship of research on the Leth- 
a eaneiue ae eRgeee bridge Coimmunity Council —a 

ekg as co-ordinating body for the various 
y Yun. groups in the city. This council is 

P.E.I. children | pow working on a project to have a 
very early face Women’s Hostel or Y.W.C.A. resi- 
pie apie on dence in Lethbridge. Now that 

: F\lshe has resume eaching in a 
portunities are extremely limited rural district, am a pie it 


for young people in this lovely is- necessary to restrict her participa- 
land province. By dint of much} tion in community affairs. But, 
pean ee ey rear she assured me, she most certainly 
training following their graduation bra ead Benvitypmbeualt 
The type of work which Mrs. 
ters does for the C.C.F. move- 
ment is not the kind that makes 
the headlines but that is the least 
of her worries. Her motto seems 
Schoo! Teacher to be: *There’s no limit to the 
Mrs. Peters’ life seems to have|£00d any of us can do if we do not 
followed the usual pattern for| care who gets the credit.” I don’t 
bright young maritimers for she|know whether C.C.F.  Provin- 
came West in 1916 and taught| cial Secretary John King ever gets 
school in Granum, Blackie and|time to .tell Mrs. Peters she is 
Nobleford. Her husband died at| doing a good job but it is on the 
their farm home at Nobleford,| books, on the right side of the 
leaving her with three children| ledger, for all to read—l. M. 
and she became a school ma’am hes ary ee ae 


again for a number of years. She| John W. Buckley, 


taught school again during the New T L Cc Sec’y 


last war and then took a counlg of | . 
years vacation from teaching. Just| TORONTO (CPA).—John W. 
recently she has returned to the Buckley, secretary of the Toronto 
teaching profession in a rural] District Labor Council since 1929, 
school adjacent to Lethbridge. has obtained leave of absence ’to 
Of her family of three, one|assume duties of secretary-trea- 
daughter is married and living in|treasurer of the Trades and Labor 
Lethbridge. The other daughter| Congress. He replaces Pat Sul- 
is employed as a dietition by a|livan, and will act as secretary- 
commercial firm in Edmonton. Her | treasurer until the September con- 
son is a mechanical engineering| vention in Hamilton. 
student at the University of Brit-| Mr. Buckley has been a vice- 
ish Columbia under the D.V.A.| president of the T.L.C. since 19438. 
scheme. He was a C.C.F. candidate in 
Mrs. Peters was influenced in} Davenport riding some years ago, 
her thinking shortly after her ar-|and still holds a C.C.F. member- 
rival in Alberta by an oldtime|ship card. 


socialist, the late Mr. B. Huntley eee Tt 
Cliff Greer, :‘C.C.F. 


of Claresholm, who used to say, 

“The preatest sin in the world is ‘ e 

intolerance.” She became a mem- ‘“‘Premier”’ at U.B.C. 
-ber of a joint local of the U.F.A.| VANCOUVER. —C.C.F. party 
thereby stimulating her interest| adherents won 42 per cent of the 
in eco: smic affairs. Thus when|seats in the University of B.C. 
the €.C.F. came into being at Re-|mock parliament elections con- 
gina it was only a step into active| ducted by the U.B.C. parliament- 
participation in the movement. ary forum. Cliff Greer, R.C.A.F. 
veteran and one-time secretary of 


the C.C.F. (B.C.-Yukon Section), 
Mrs. Peters represents the Leth-|jeads the C.C.F. “government.” 


bridge constituency on the C.C.F.| Standing of parties in the 
Provincial Board and is secretary | “House’” is: C.C.F., 20: L.P.P. 
of the Lethbridge Provincial C.C.F.| 12; Conservatives, 9; Liberals, 7. 
Constituency Asociation. She cap-| About 500 students participated ne 
tained the winning team in the|the forum’s balloting. 

Lethbridge membership drive last} Although without a clear ma- 
year and will be actively partici- jority, the C.C.F. group turned 
pating in the drive again this year.| gown a request from the L.P.P 
She has been in charge of the Leth-| adherents for a “coalition ‘gov- 
bridge office in the last two elec- ernment.” 


that a teaching certificate will’ Pe 
prove the magical key that will 
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Alberta's Sham 


Our Mental Hospitals 


By D. M. Le Bourdais in “Liberty” | ° 


Recently Liberty magazine published a series of articles on ‘‘Canada’s 
Shame: Our Mental Hospitals’? by D. M. Le Bourdais. : 
mission of both Liberty and the author we reproduce the section of the re- 


port dealing with Alberta’s mental institutions. 


Now by kind per- 


Readers will recall that 


when W. J. Williams, Veteran representative in the Legislature, pointed to 
the deplorable conditions existing in Alberta mental institutions, it was de- 
nied by Hon. Dr. W. W. Cross, Minister of Health. 
Williams moved a resolution calling for an investigation of conditions in 
these institutions, the cabinet and Social Credit back-benchers voted solidly 


against it. 


However, when Mr. 


Mr. Williams, who visited the Oliver home, told the Legislature 


that his own personal investigation bore out the conclusions arrived at by 
Mr. Le Bourdais in his Liberty article. The excerpt from Liberty follows: 


@ wh VERTHELESS, 

: miserable wretches in Sas- 

katchewan hospitals there 

is hope. The government 

seems determined to come to their 

rescue, Although this will take 

some 
to look forward. to, 

{ wish I could say the same thing 
for those who crowd the mental 
hospitals of Alberta! When in Ed- 
monton, I 
Minister of Health, the Hon. Dr. 
W. W. Cross, but all he would do 
was to discuss matters briefly with 
me on the telephone. He seemed to 
resent my interest in the subject. 
He contended that his chief obsta- 
cle was money-—a strange confes- 
sion for a Social Credit Minister! 
Aside from that, there does not 
seem to be any reason why Alberta 
should not be able to find money 
for mental health just as ‘tasily as 
Saskatchewan. After talking with 
many Ministers, I am = convinced 
that the whole thing depends upon 
whether the government—some- 
times merely the Minister directly 
responsible—is sufficiently alert 
to the need for mental health. 

Both Overcowded 

Alberta has two principal mental 
hospitals, the largest and oldest at 
Ponoka, sixty miles south of Ed- 
monton; the other at Oliver, just 
east of the city. Both are over- 
crowded, Dr. Randall R. MacLean, 
superintendent of the Ponoka hos- 
pital, has general supervision over 
all mental institutions in the prov- 
ince, He is a capable psychiatrist 
and administrator and if given 
half a chance should be able to 
provide Alberta with a mental- 


Social Credit 
(Continued from Page 4) 


to Norman Jaques there is a world 
plot. According to the Social 
Credit Board there is a world plot 
and according to Premier Manning 
there {is vicious misrepresentation 
of the high ideals of the Alberta 
Government for political purposes. 
So far the persecution complex 
works for all. Still some doubt re- 
mains, 
Pertinent Questions 

Doer the Alberta Legislature 
repudiate Douglas? Does the Al- 
berta Legislature, nccording to the 
statement, repudiate Jaques? Does 
the Alberta Legislature, which had 
the opportunity to arrange to 
vote on the question take this 


sis of the Social Credit Board? 
Douglas was in Alberta stalling 

for time in May, 1935. At that 

time he had been asked by the 


time, they have something | 


attempted to see the! 


| Canada. 
Not Given A Chance 

But he is not being given half a 
/chance. The day I visited his hos- 
| pital it contained 1,430 patients, 
with a so-called normal capacity 
of about 1,000. Verandas had been 
enclosed for use as day rooms and 
dormitories. At night, cots were set 
up in day rooms and stacked away 
in the morning. 

Short Staffed 

To cope with this mass of men- 
tally disturbed humanity, Dr. Mac- 
Lean had only five phychiatrists, 
in addition to himself. Since this 
hospital handles nearly all admis- 
sions, Dr. MacLean should have at 
least seven additional psychiatrists 
at Ponoka. Similarly with nurses 
and attendants. The hospital is so 


understaffed that adequate care 
and treatment are practically im- 
possible. 

“Whereas overcrowding of the 
male and female wards has con- 
tinued to be a major problem,” Dr. 
MacLean wrote in his 1944 report, 
“the greatest difficulty in connec- 
tion with the administration of the 
hospital’s affairs was that experi- 
enced in trying to cope with the 
shortage of medical, nursing, and 
attendant staffs. There has been 
such a depletion of these staffs that 
it has been almost impossible to 
staff the wards at times, and it 
has been most difficult to carry on 
with the active treatment pro- 
gramme.” 

Can't Find Money 


That report was addressed to 
the Hon. Dr. Cross, who says -he 


| U.F.A. government to prepare a 


Social Credit plan for Alberta. 
Major Douglas waited for Aber- 
hart to come to power. Then 
Douglas was repudiated the first 
time. Aberhart sent for Major 
Douglas who never did come back 
to Alberta. Presently the writings 
of Douglas in the Social Crediter, 
his own publication, are so strong- 
ly anti-Jewish, and anti-British 
that in the nostrils of many they 
are a stench. Does he come under 
condemnation and repudiation? 

Through his U.S. associations 
and his writings in Canadian pub- 
lications, as well as his mumblings 
in the House of Commons and on 
the rare occasions when he gets on 
a Canadian platform, Norman 
Jaques is quite generally thought 
of as un intolerant who has helped 
to incite anti-Semitic feeling in 
this country. Does Norman Jaques 
qualify for repudiation? 

The Social Credit 
challenged very definitely the idea 


Board has 
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for the, hygiene program equal to any in] can’t find money to remedy such a 


disgraceful situation! 
Many Accidents 
Here is a further indictment of 
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Radio Address by Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A. 
Provincial Leader 


N INTERESTING letter re- 

ceived this week asks a 

question that may be in the 

minds of many who hear 
these broadcasts or who follow the 
activities of the C.C.F. in the pro- 
vince and throughout the Domin- 
ion. *‘] have neve belonged to any 
political party’, says the writer, 
“but Iam wondering if that is the 
right position to take. Two of my 
neighbors, one a Social Crediter 
and one a C.C.F-er, pass on to me 
their papers, the Canadian Social 
Crediter and the People’s Weekly. 
I must say that this opportunity to 
study the program of the two 
parties has made me -very favor- 
ably inclined to the C.C.F. Your 


. © . ] , . f 
the Minister and his government| paper, like your members of the 


from the same report: 

“During the year there were 
many accidents, both minor and 
major, among the patients, includ- 
ing fractures of the long bones and 
ribs. A great many of the acci- 
dents, if not the majority, were di- 
rectly attributable to the acute 
shortage of staff and the over- 
crowding of the wards.” 

Of course, the war is the scape- 
goat here. But this situation exist- 
ed long before the war. Its roots 


go back to depression days when 
most governments “saved money” 
at the expense of the, helpless in- 
sane. Furthermore, the word “acci- 
dents” when used in a mental hos- 
pital covers a multitude of occur- 
rences. Many such result from at- 
tacks upon one patient by another. 
But where attendants are un- 
trained and overworked, such “ac- 
cidents” are quite as often due to 
the effects of brutal behavior on 
the part of sadistic or otherwise in- 
competent attendants. 
Many Could Recover 

Despite shortness of staff and 
overcrowding, Dr. MacLean is ex- 
tending active treatment to as 
many as possible. This makes it 
all the more tragic that so many 
other patients are doomed to stag- 
nate in idleness when, with proper 
treatment, some of them might 
also be sent home, while the -est, 
if required to remain, could at 
least get much more out of life 
than they do now. 

a 


of the right of majorities to rule 
as a basis for democracy. They 
have called the secret ballot a 
contributing factor to rackets. 
They have denounced the secret 
ballot, political parties, as we 
know them, and majority rule as 
the opposite to democracy. Prem- 
ier Manning has in his statement, 
on behalf of the Social Credit 
members of the Legislature, dis- 
associated himself from these 
specified, if unnamed incompat- 
ibles. The Alberta electors will 
have to find out for themselves 
where his private repesentative 
stands. What price the Social 
Credit Board? 
Not the Same Thing 


But do not let anybody per- 
suade you that this is “vicious” 
political propaganda. This is your 
very important business. If it is 
misrepresentation you will know 
what to do about it. Social Credit, 
according to Premier Manning, is 
not the same thing in Alberta and 
Ontario and Quebec. It is not the 


same thing that Douglas thinks it | 


is in England. 

The Calgary Albertan editorial- 
ly on Saturday last, and the Al- 
bertan is generally a supporter of 
the Alberta Government, has this 
to say about Premier Manning: 
“But he must pardon a good deal 
of skepticism when he says the 
‘Social Credit Movement’ is not 
anti-Semitic.”’ 

The Premier’s statement in part 
says this: ‘We condemn, repudiate 
and disassociate ourselves and the 
Social Credit movement IN AL- 
BERTA from any statements or 
publications which are incompat- 
ible with the established British 
ideals of democratic freedom or 
which endorse, excuse or incite 
anti-Semitism or raeial or Feligious 
intolerance in any form”. 

Fill in your own names. It cov- 
ers a wide field. 


i 
ary NURSES UN ESOS yet pe 


legislature and parliament, seems 
always concerned with the down- 
to-earth problems that affect the 
people. You deal simply and forth- 
rightly with the things that count 
in our daily lives. By contrast 
the Social Credit paper seems to 
be concerned only with bogies 
with which they try to frighten 
us. Now my wife and I feel that. 
we’d like to help the C.C.F. Do you 
accept members in your organiza- 
tion, and if so what part do they 
play in the organization ?”’ 
Membership Organization 

I am glad to use our few min- 
utes tonight to answer the question 
put by our correspondent, and to 
express satisfaction too that in 
weighing us in the balance we have 
not been found wanting. 

Yes, indeed, the C.C.F. does 
accept members, It is eager to get 
them. The C.C.F. is a membership 
organization. It is run by its 


JUST A MINUTE! 


By A. J. E. LIESEMER, M.L.A. 


The Social Credit Board 
report casts doubt on the val- 
idity of the secret ballot, votes 
for everybody, majority rule, 
and more than one party, as 
means in attaining political de- 
mocracy. 

These democratic procedures 
were all attacked and destroyed 
by Hitler and other fascists. 

When Mr. Roper and I tried 
to get a standing vote on our. 
opposition to giving more public 
money to keep going the Board 
that made this report we were 
refused. A subsequent resoli- 
tion condemning the report died 


on the order paper. But Mr. 
Manning promised a_ public 
statement. 

The day after the session 


concluded ‘Mr. Manning issued 
a statement not mentioning the 
Social Credit Board Report but 
implying that anything undem- 
ocratic or anti-Semitic was not 
the opinion of the Government 
but merely of individuals, 

The Social Credit Board is 
mude up of individual mem- 
bers of the Social Credit party 
all right, but it is created by 
the Government of Alberta. 
The “individuals” cost us over 
$20,000 last year for writing 
this Report and other similar 
things. And this year the day 
after this Report was _ tabled, 
the Social Credit party voted 
almost $20,000 again to enable 
this Board of ‘individuals’ to 
continue its nefarious work. 


Many people will begin to be- 
lieve that Manning and Co. 
want to collect the support of 
all the anti-democrats and train 
others into the same way of 
thinking, but do not want to let 
the democratic public know 
what they are doing. 

It looks like a case of want- 
ing the game without the name. 

Manning’s voting one way 
and talking another way is a 
typical example of the kind of 
political double-talk that the 
Social Credit party has been 
using to fool the pecple for 
sonte time. ; 

I imagine that they have 
finally gone too far to be able 
to fool the people this time. 


members. Its leaders and officers 
are elected by its members, ts 
program is made by its members, 
At poll and local meetings, at con. 
stituency, provincial and national 
conventions the members of the 
C.C.F. determine its policies and 
elect its leaders. There is not 
word in the national program, of 
the C.C.F. that has not been put 
there by national conventions, 
made up of delegates from the feq- 
eral constituencies across Canada. 
And there is not a word in the 
provincial program that has not 
been put there by the annual pro- 
vincial convention. 
Completely Democratic 

It would not be possible to con- 
struct a political movement more 
completely democratic in its make- 
up than the C.C.F. But I hasten 
to say that we are not satisfied 
with that. We won’t be satisfied 
until the C.C.F. as an organization 
contains in its membership the 
majority of the voters in every 
constituency. That doesn’t mean 
just receiving a majority vote for 
a C.C.F. candidate in an election. 
We want that of course, but we 
want something more. We want 
the candidate to be nominated by 
the representatives of the majority 
of the people in the constituency. 
We feel it is only half of democ- 
racy to be able to go to the polls 
and choose between two or more 
eandidates. We can have full 
democracy only when the people 
who vote, also nominate the can- 
didate for whom they will vote. 
That’s why we want a big C.C.F. 
membership. 

We want you to be the C.C.F. in 
your community, you and your 
neighbors. We want you to move 
in and take over, to nominate the 
candidate, to help make the plat- 
form on which he will run, to keep 
in constant touch with him after 
he is elected, to make him feel he 
is your delegate in the legislature 
or parliament. 

We say that the C.C.F. is a 
people’s movement. So it is, That 
is why our correspondent can say 
that our paper and our represen- 
tatives in the legislature and par- 
liament are saying the things the 
people would say if they were 
there. But we want to make it 
even more of a people’s movement 
by having more people in it. Is 
there an active C.C.F. organization 
in your community! ir not, how 
about you starting one? 


NO SUCH THING AS A 


STATE MONOPOLY’ 


OTTAWA, (CPA)—‘‘There is 
no such thing as ‘state monopoly’ 
except in the minds of those 
who do not understand the 
meaning of terms, and I shall deal 
with that for a moment because 
the honorable member for Peace 
River (Mr. Solon Low, Social 
Credit Leader) dealt with it,’ said 
Wm. Irvine, M.P., speaking in the 
House of Commons. 

Mr. Low said: ‘There is actu- 
ally no difference between a state 
monopoly and a_ private mon- 
opoly.” 

Commenting on this, Mr. Irvine 
declared: ‘Just because a man says 
that with great unction does not 
make it true. Private monopoly 
is a one-man show, and he gets 
the proceeds of the gate; a public 
monopoly is everybody's show and 
they all get the proceeds of the 
gate. 

Private monopoly is a privilege 
held by an individual or corpora- 
tion at the expense of all the rest 
of the community. A__ public 
monopoly, if you wish to call it 
that, is where the common people, 


all the citizens, are shareholders 


and have equal benefit in the so- 
called monopoly. If that is not & 
difference there is no meaning in 
the English language.” 


THE C.C.F. Sustaining Mem- 
bership Drive {s now on—$10 or 
more will put you in good stand- 


ing for 1947. 


~ 


e 


a ee a oe 6 Ue. 2 


cay 


APRIL 12, 1947 


PEOPLE’S WEEK 


As One Free Enterpriser | 
TO Another.... 


ght perfect reply to Progres- 
sive-Conservatives, who want 
all the benefits of a control- 
led economy plus laissez-faire, 
went to H. O. White (P.C., Mid- 
dlesex East) when he rose in the 
House of Commons to righteously 
demand: 

“In view of the serious shortage 
of nails in rural areas, will the 
Minister of Reconstruction and 
Supply assure the House that 


Why a Miners’ 


farmers will be able to get suf- 
ficient nails to repair and main- 
tein their buildings?” 

Said C. D. Howe: ‘Mr. Speak- 
er, I must say that I am not in 
charge of the distribution of 
nails in this country. My hon- 
orable friend is a great advocate 
of private enterprice, and | 
can assure him that private en- 
terprise is in charge of the dis- 
tribution of naiis.”’ 


Welfare Fund? 


A picture of squalid living conditions in the Glace Bay strike area 
is presented in a press release fom the department of research and ed- 
ucation, District 26, United Mine Workers of America. | ; 

After explaining that Glace Bay is the largest coal mining town in 
Cape Breton Island, with a population of 28,000, the department listed 


the following facts: 


There is only one paved street (business section), there are no 
parks, there are no playgrounds, and there are no sidewalks. 

Thirty-five percent of the houses have no inside toilets, 69 per- 
cent have no bathroom, and 82 percent have no furnaces. 

There is not one public health nurse, and there are over 2,000 
people for each doctor. (There should be no more than 900.) ; 

The company sets aside a sum of money each year for pensions. 
When this is used up, a would-be pensioner must wait till a pensioner 


dies before he can receive a pension. 


age working underground. ' 


There are men over 70 years of 


There are no kindergartens, and there is no library in the whole 


of Cape Breton. 


Facts such as these could be recited at great length, and Glace Bay 
is better off than any other coal town in Nova Scotia. 


To Say ‘Good-by and Hello’ 


OTTAWA— (CPA). —Order- 
in-Council P.C. 192/3290 of Aug 
ust 2, 1946. 

To cover. expensts incurred in 
connection with the departure of 
the Earl and Countess of Athlone 
and the reception to the Viscount 


Farm, Labor 


(Continued from page 1) 


vehicles, and household equipment 
to find a higher price level, while 
the basic foods which the farmer 
sells are still under control. 

“The farmers are the only 
section of the Canadian people 
who are in the position of being 
under controls all the time, by 
reason of export prices which 
fom an effective ceiling on our 
products. Therefore rises in 
domestic ccsts put us at a 
special disadvantage,’”’ Mr. Han- 
nam said. 

Inconsistent 


Pat Conroy, C.C.L. secretary- 
treasurer, in a statement to the 
press, said, ‘‘It should be perfectly 
obvious that in the public interest 
no controls should be removed un- 
til supplies are sufficient to meet 
the demand, and thus_ permit 
either the maintenance or the re- 
duction of prices. The Govern- 
ment takes credit for having saved 
the public of Canada large sums 
of money as a result of its control 
policy, and it is wholly inconsistent 
in now removing controls while 
the conditions which made them 
necessary still exist to a very con- 
siderable extent. 

“The Canadian Congress. of 
Labor has no alternative but to 
make it known to the Government, 
to employers and to the people of 
Canada that the increases in prices 
and in the cost of living which are 
being brought about by the Gov- 
ernment’s precipitated decontrol 
policy are likely to lead to further 
wage demands by the workers and 
to industrial unrest which the Con- 
gress had hoped it would be 
Possible to avoid.” 

“A Wage Reduction’ 

J.:W. Buckley, new acting 
T.L.C. secretary-treasurer, viewed 
the latest government announce- 
ment as “a wage reduction.” ‘if 
the living standard of the Cana- 
dian worker is going to be reduced, 
I’m afraid that irrespective of any 
labor laws there’s going to be a 
demand from the workers for 
further wage increases.”’ 

Probably the most disappointed 
group to hear the decontrol an- 
nouncement were the twelve wo- 
men from Western Canada who 
had travelled to Ottawa as a dele- 


and Viscountesses Alexander of 
Tunis $5,283.19 
A supplementary order to cover 


accounts outstanding in connec- 
tion with the above .......... $209.60 
$5,492.79 


gation, backed by women organ- 
izations numbering 100,000 mem- 
bers, to tell the government the 
side of the story about decontrol 
which profit-hungry industrialists 
had omitted. 

Women Given Brush-off 

A nine-point brief presented by 
these women was cooly received 
by Finance Minister Abbott and 
his Liberal colleagues, and given 
a complete brush-off by John 
Bracken and Solon Low. The 
C.C.F. members were the only 
ones to view the demands favor- 
ably; they pointed out that the re- 
tention of controls has been urged 
by Coldwell and other C.C.F.’ers 
at every opportunity this session 
and will be urged even more 
strongly in view of the govern- 
ment’s precipitous course. 

The women’s brief urged: 

1. Re-establishment of the 1945 
price level. 

2. Restoration of milk subsidies. 

3. Retention of subsidies on but- 
ter, cheese and other foodstuffs. 

4. Measures to prohibit placing 
new brands of food and clothing 
on the market to sell at prices 
above the ceiling for pre-war 
brands of similar quality. 

5. System of standardization 
and labelling on all kinds of ma- 
terials. 

6. Control of the manufacture 
of luxury goods. 

7. Retention of rent control. 

8. National government — pro- 
gram of low-cost housing. Diver- 
sion of building materials from 
non-essential construction. 

9. Re-organization of the War- 
time Prices and Trade Board on 
a peacetime basis with representa- 
tion from labor, farm and wo- 
men’s groups. 

The brief said, ‘All these trends 
—rising cost of living, inadequate 
Wares, excessive profits, disap- 
pearance of savings, declining 
farm income — seem to us to be 
unmistakably the forerunners of 
depression.” 

Western organizations endors- 
ing the delegrtion included: the 
United Farmers of Canada, Sas- 
katchewan Section; Alberta Farm- 
ers Union; Edmonton Branch, 
Tenchers * Federation; Legion 
branches; LO.D.E. branches; 
ILW.A., District M441; U.M.W.A, 
District 18; Trades and Labor Con- 
gress, Saskatchewan and Alberta; 
Canadian Congress of Labor, Sas- 
katchewan and Alberta, 


Qn Press 
Commission 


BARBARA FRANCES 
WOOTTON 
Three of the 17 members- of 
the Royal commission which is 


to enquifte into the control, 
management and ownership of 
the press in Britain, are women. 
One of them is Mrs. Barbara 
Frances Wootton, 50, seen here, 
economist, author and lecturer. 
First meeting will probably be 
held immediately after Easter. 


‘CRUEL HOAX’ ON. 
CHINESE PEOPLE 
SAYS COLDWELL 


OTTAWA, (CPA). — The re- 
peal of the Chinese immigration 
exclusion act, recently announced 
by Prime Minister King as the re- 
moval of discrimination against a 
respected people, was termed a 
“cruel hoax” by M. J. Coldwell in 
the House of Commons, .when 
the C.C.F. leader made an im- 
passioned speech against the hy- 
pocrisy of a measure which will 
apply to less than one-quarter of 
the Chinese population in Canada. 

The act now to be repealed— 
and Mr. Coldwell pointed out that 
at the time it was passed in 1923 


only the voice of the .C.C.F 
leader J. S. Woodsworth was 
raised in opposition — forbids 


male Chinese residents in Canada 
from bringing their wives and 
children to this country. 

But the effect will be to put 
the Chinese under order-in-council 
PC. 2115, which states that only 
those with Canadian citizenship 
may bring their dependents to 
Canada. Other nationals who may 
be only residents are permitted te 
bring in their dependents. 

Involved Process 

Complicating the matter was 
another special order-in-council 
which would not accept a Chinese 
as a citizen unless the Chinese gov- 
ernment gave approval a very 
lengthy and involvgd process which 
had prevented many who_ wished 
to take out Canadian citizenship.” 

“We have renewed discrimina- 
tion,” Mr. Coldwell told the Houst. 
“Let us remove this mask of hy- 
pocrisy from the government. 

“T want to say to you, Mr. 
Speaker, that any Canadian dele- 
gation which goes to the United 
Nations Organization with this 
skeleton in its cupboard is going 
to be fearful throughout all the 
meetings of the Assembly that 
somebody will raise the issue. May 
I not be a member of the delega- 
tion when a matter of this sort is 
raised at the United Nations As- 
sembly. I have too much pride in 
this country of my adoption ever 
to wish to be placed in a position 
where T shall be looked upon as 
something of a hypocrite in inter- 
national affairs.” 


Both Progressive - Conserva- 


tive and Social Credit members 
spoke against the repeal of the 
act, foaring it would mean an 
“influx” of Orientals into Can. 
ada. Said J. H. Blackmore 
(S.C., Lethbridge): ‘Has Can- 
ada no right to remain British?" 

When interrupted by a Social 
Credi mombor during — his 
‘speech, Mr. Coldwell said, “I 
am not one of those who sow 
the seeds of hate in the name 
of Christian democfacy.”’ 
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Oil, Banks and: Taxes 


‘By CLIFFORD E. LEE 


HE EXISTENCE of oil 
under this part of the world 

was known long before Al- 
berta was a_ province. In 
1878. the Dominion Government 
Geological Survey reported oil in- 
dications in the Athabasca area 
and later records of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior referred to 
the tar sand de- 
posits in the same 
district. The  pos- 
sibility that the oil 
which  impregnates 
these sands is seep- 
age from the world’s 
largest petroleum 
pools may be the 
bait that spurs the 
oil prospectors here. 
Interest in Turn- 
er Valley was stirred in 1913 when 
Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd. 
encountered oil at only 1,557 feet. 
The first Great War halted devel- 
opment, the relationship of oil and 
war being different then than now. 
It was October 1924 before the 
bringing into production of the 
famous Royalite No. 4 well at 
3740 feet. Oil wells, like veople, 
are born, produce, and die. The 
life of this one was six years. Dur- 
ing that time it produced almost a 
million barrels of. naptha which 
had a value of over $38 millions. 


$7 Million in Dividends 

The Royalite Oil Co., Ltd., own- 
ing a number of wells, was just 
one of the big companies operating 
in the Turner Valley field. Up 
until the end of 1943 its share- 
holders had gained $26,916,671 
from Alberta’s oil. In 1942 
twenty of the companies exploit- 
ing this field earned for their 
shareholders $7 millions. They 
paid the government royalities, 
of course. After expenses of ad- 
ministration the province netted 
about £700,000 in that year, about 
one-tenth the return to the oil 
companies. 


About 1,400 small oil com- 
panies which were started in Al- 
berta have died. These were 
the enterprises of the small in- 
vestors. It is an old story. The 
big fellows thrive. The little 
ones die. New methods of ex- 
ploration wil] accentuate that 
trend. Less and less will oil 
shares offer a fair gamble for 
ordinary people. More and more 
oil investment will be a bankers’ 


proposition of , international 
scope. A company planning to 
operate in Arabia _ borrowed 


$227,500,000 from a group of 
banks. But in Alberta a govern- 
ment elected to fight the power 
of finance encourages them to 
get our oil. 

The tar sands in the Athabasca 
area are estimated to huld 100 
billion barrels of oil. The problem 
is to get the petroleum from the 
sand. The Alberta zovernment is 
spending $500,000 trying to prove 
it can be done. Mr. Fallow has 
declared for the government that 
if it discovers how to get the oil 
it will turn the know-how over to 
private interests, let them develop 
the resource for their own profit. 
He declares the oil big shots are 
waiting with high anticipation. In 
the latter statement he has prob- 
ably embodied unusual truth. 

The other day I heard a haras- 
sed official of the city of Edmon- 
ton thanking Providence that we 
publicly own five of our utilities. 
He was seeking to arrive at a 
budget within the taxpayers’ abil- 
ity to pay. He was thankful to 
note that our public enterprises 
would return 


work with 

| heard Premier Manning on 
the radio declare that money 
for social services could only 


Shop at 


$1.2 millions, about | 
one-third of the revenue he had to} 


come from taxes or by borrow- 
ing. Yet his own government, 
notwithstanding its disbelief in 
public ownership, derives $10 
millions a year from one indus- 
try the people of Alberta do 
own. 


It was a large sum for the 
premier to forget. As a factor 
in the relief of our tax burden 
and a means of providing more 
social services, it is a big thing 
Albertans are being deprived of 
by old-fashioned prejudices of 
her government leaders. 

But the attitude is approved 
by international financiers. 
They and the world’s oil barons 
are in effect the same people. 


A BIT OF. 
Nonsense 


There was an old rabbit that 
lived in Brier Creek. He had lived 
there for years and years. No one 
knew how old he really was. One 
day some young rabbit reporters 
came to interview him. The inter- 
view ran something like this: 

“Mr. Rabbit, how old are you?” 

“Oh, I’m very old,” the rabbit 
replied. 


“Do you know why you have ° 


outlived your friends?” asked the 
bunny reporter. “Do you do any- 
thing unusual?” 

“Well, I always take a bath in 
beer. You might call that un- 
usual,’’ the old one said. 

“Goodness, please tell us why 
you always take a bath in beer,” 
asked the first reporter very 
quickly. 

“Well, it gives me a few more 
hops!” 


Twin brothers, 25 years old, 
were marooned by a freeze-in at 
the North Pole. Each day, for 
exercise, the two ran in circles in 
opposite directions around the 
pole. 

Now, it is well known that 
each time a traveller circles the 
pole he loses or gains a day when 
he crosses the international date 
line. When the expedition finally 
returned to this country, one of 
the twin brothers had a long beard 
and was carrying his baby brother 
in his arms. 


Patient: “Doctor, are you sure 
this is pneumonia? Sometimes doc- 
tors prescribe for pneumonia, and 
the patients die of something else.” 

M. D. (with dignity): “When I 
prescribe for pneumonia you die of 
pneumonia.” 


“Did you say this man was shot 
in the woods, Doctor?” 

“No, I said he was shot in the 
lumbar region.” 


A model marriage is one in 
which the wife 1s a treasure and 
the husband is a treasury. 


The teacher was explaining to 
class the meaning of the word “re- 
cuperate.” “Now, Tommy,” she 
said to a small boy, “when your 
fatter has worked hard all day, he 
is tired and worn out, isn’t he?” 

“Yes, ma'am.” 

“Then, when night comes and his 
work is over for the day, what 
does he do?” 

“That’s what mother wants to 
know,” Tommy explained quickly. 


Two burglars had broken into a 
tailor’s shop and were sorting out 
some suits when one of them saw 
one marked $50. 

“Bert, look at the price of that 
one,”” he said. “Why, it’s down- 
| right robbery!” 


; Some people express an idea— 
| Others send it by slow freicht. 
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(Continued from page 1) 


pense, of 185,000 copies of it. 
The boy who cried “wolf! wolf !"’ 
did it tao often. And even though 


the Bill of Rights doubles the 
$25.00 dividend, it hasn't donne 
much more than cause a smile. 


Indeed, the very fact that the gov- 
ernment has strained so hard to 
make a political issue out of it has 
created When in the 
legislature in the 1946 
they told us with solemn faces and 
sanctimonious that it 
wasn't a political gesture but an 
earnest attempt to carry out their 
program, we hoped that might be 
so. But the session was no sooner 
than the printing presses 
pamphlet, 


suspicion. 
acssion 


assurances, 


ever 
atarted political 
extolling the bill and seeking io 
make capital out of it. And in 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Quebec, Social 
Credit speakers began to speak 
of the $600 a year as something 
that had already been achieved. 
A good many former Social 
Crediters in Alberta Legan to wear 


a cynical smile. 
ote of ot 


on a 


So the clection will probably 
como in 1948. They'll try to get 
it in ahead of Saskatchewan. The 
C.C.F. government in the neighbor- 
ing province will go back with such 
an overwhelming endorsation 
from the people that it won't be 
possible to make Alberta people 
fear n C.C.F. government in this 
province. It is becoming increasing- 
ly apparent to averyone that the 
Sankatchewan government has ac- 
complished more for the people of 
that province in less than three 
years than has ever been done by 
any other provincial government 
in four times that long. And the 
bogey about the province being 
ruined financially by a C.C.F. gov- 
ernment has been laid so complete- 
ly that it isn't likely to be men- 
tianed above oa whisper. With 
seventy million dollars off the 
provincial debt and the province's 
yonds which sold for $92.00 in 
1944 now bringing $116.00, a 
chargo that a C.C.F. government 
means financial collapse won't do 
much more than bring a_ smile. 
And while the first C.C.F. govern- 
ment was doing ai! that, it: im- 
proved the social services tremond- 
ously and gave new security to 
the Saskatchewan people. 

ob 

But whether the election in Al- 

this fall or 


berta should come 
next summer, this is an election 
year in the sense that what 


happens this year will determine 
the result of the election when 
it doos come. | believe the C.C.F. 
stands high in the province right 
now. The 70,000 votes wo re- 
ceived in 1944 have increased, | 
am sure. It has been impressed on 
the minds of more and more of 
the people of the that 
we are on their side in all their 
atruggles. It coulfin't be otherwise 
because the C.C.F. is a cunscious 
reflection of the needs and de- 
sires of the poople. As | 
anid before, when our "Take the| 


province 


have 


take the 
sido of the people in their fight 
for a better life, “doin' 
what comes naturally.” The C.C.F. 
was born out of the needs of the 
Canadian people in the midst of 
the great depression. It has never 
lost its purpose nor failed in its 


and its representatives 


we are 


mission. It can scarcely do so 
because of its democratic bese. | 
But even the best goods in any} 
: | 
line must be sold to the people. | 
And we must sell the C.C.F. You | 


must sell it, this year, in the next | 


few months. This should be aad 


mart Wear ‘to 
Nc 


(Continued from page 1) 
America should continue to in- 
terest herself in the world beyond 
her borders. But the present man- 
ner of her doing so is mischievous, 
negative, and if continued, will 
endanger the prospects of an en- 
during peace. . 


“America has thrown her en- 
ormous economic and military 
power behind a Greek monarchy 
and government which is condemn- 
ed as reactionary by all shades of 
opinion, from moderate Liberal to 
Communist, a government which 
exiles or drives into revolt the best 
elements in Greek life. The cycle 
of history has completed a full 
turn. ‘Today it is American arms, 
American wealth and possibly Am- 
erican soldiers who fill the role of 
the Hanoverian conscripts who 
once before were used in an un- 
availing attempt to deny freedom 
to a proud people. Tom Paine and 
Jefferson could say, ‘This is where 
we came in.’ 

Hour of Decision 

“As British Socialists we are 
nearing the hour of decision. It is 
clear beyond any shadow of doubt 
that the men who rule America 
are determined to go to any length 
to stop the development of Social- 
ism and to open up the world as a 


vast colonial area for American 
capitalism. 
“When is it to de Britain’s 


turn? We are too big, too re- 
sourceful and stand for too much 
in tiie eyes of the world to be ijeft 
undisturbed to make a success of 
Socialism. 

“Our policy should he friend- 
ship with America to the limits 
that are possible without com- 
promising our freedom and our 
faith. It should be continued ef- 
forts to build up the influence of 
the United Nations. And our 
policy should be to seek political 
and economic partnerships with 
the other Socialist countries of 
Europe. It should be both a Brit- 
ish policy consistent with the re- 
alities of Britain’s economic and 
strategic position and a Socialist 
policy which believes that Social- 
ist countries have more in common 
than there are reasons to divide 
them.” 


Two years ago—on December 
21, 1944,—-1 sat in Loew’s Theatre 
at Boston, Mass., USA, and heard 
the audience boo and hiss a news 
film showing British officials and 
troops in Greece. I would certain- 
ly like to see this same audience 
assembled again and hear their 
reaction to the latest trend of 
events! 


Big Papers 
(Continued from page 1) 
the so-called bureaucrats of the 
WPTB, who at least exercised 
control in the interests of the Can- 
ndian people, we have handed over 
controls to other bureaucrats who 
are controlling newsprint for the 
benefit of a few people, most of 
whom do not live in Canada... 
That is going back to free enter- 
prise with a vengeance!” 

Recently in the United States 
the Senate Small Business Com- 
mittee asked the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission for # report 
made in 1939 by a commission ap- 


pointed to investigate monopoly 
and price-fixing in the ‘'news- 
print’’ industry. This report, 


which has remained ‘on the shelf” 
since 1939, has not yet been of- 
ficinlly published, but some of its 
contents have heen, revealed. Ac- 
cording to Labor", a Washington 
publication, they describe condi- 


tf 


MENS SHOP 
r Smart Men” 


101 STREET MB 


OPLE’S ‘WEEKLY 


Depression 
Certain 
Without 
National 

Wage 

Increases 


’ 


PAY TOO LOW 


< 


WORKERS SACKED 


tions which were serious in 
and are still more so now. 
Defy Anti-Trust Laws 

A few large companies control 
most of the newsprint supply, 
about 80 per cent of which now 
comes from Canada, the report 
showed. These big corporations 
“operate back and forth across 
the border’ between Canada and 
the United States. 

By having subsidiaries in Can- 
ada, and holding their meetings 
there, they fix prices and divide 
up the American market, in de- 
fiance of Uncle Sam’s anti-trust 
laws. 

Some big American newspaper 
publishers, such as Hearst, Scripps- 
Howard, the New York ‘“Times’’ 
and the McCormick - Patterson 
group, get all or most of their 
paper from their own mills, so they 
are not dependent on the ‘‘news- 
print trust.” 

The big newspapers are exhaust- 
ing American and Canadian forests 


and wasting, countless tons of 
paper on ‘‘ads,’’ “‘society news” 
and gangster ‘‘cartoon — strips’, 


while small and independent pub- 
lications cannot get paper and, 
as a result, are threatened with 
death. 

Endangere Democracy 

This istuation is becoming worse 
as the newsprint supply becomes 
shorter and prices rise higher and 
higher. The prices have gone up 
almost 100 per cent since the war 
started. The big papers can stand 
this because they can raise the 
cost of advertising. But many 
labor, religious, farm, and other 
publications are finding it almost 
impossible to carry on. 

Democracy itself will be en- 
dangered unless Congress does 
something to keep the newsprint 
shortage from killing off inde- 
pendent papers while the big news- 
paper “chains” flourish and 
spread their power, sone members 
of the U.S. Senate committee say. 

Senator Kenneth S. Wherry an- 
nounced that his new committee 
will hold hearings on this prob- 
lem. Lobbyists fos dhe ‘“‘newse 
print trust” and the big newspaper 
pudlishers will be on hand and will 
do their best to block action. 


PRilosopher: & person veho al- 
ways knows what to do antil it 
happens to him. 
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(Continued from page 1) 


ployers were on strike, Rt. Hon. C. 
D. Howe, Minister of reconstruc- 
tion and supply, announced that 
the government is ready to work 
out a new coal production pro- 
gram with the union and the man- 
agement of the Nova Scotia mines. 

For two months no word has 

come from the cab- 
inet benches, in an- 
swer to appeals by 
the strikers for gov- 
ernment leadership 
in settling the strike, 
and for continued 
government subsid- 
es to re-establish 
the industry on a 
sound peacetime 
~ basis. 

During those two 
months, until March 31st, the gov- 
ernment continued paying’ the 
costs of the company—the bills 
for maintaining the strike-bound 

nines, the bills for advertising in 

which Dosco proclaimed up and 
down the land that its employees 
were disloyal and lazy. 

Now, on April Ist, the govern- 
ment. has stepped in to say, ‘The 
government is willing to re-ex- 
amine the needs ef the production 
ef coal in the Cape Breton area 
and to reintroduce subsidies in 
that area, provided that there ean 
be a settlement of the present 
labor dispute on a_ basis which 
promises that the industry will ul- 
timately be restored to a healthy 
condition. 

Guarantee Against Loss 


“The honorable member for 
Cape Breton South (Myr. Gillis, 
CCF) has objected to the present 
form of subsidy in- that area, which 
is based on a guasantee against 
loss to the producing company, 
Theat, of course, is wholly inap- 
propriate at the present time when 
no production is bejag obtained in 
that area, ard therefore it is ap- 
propriate at this tirae’ te suspend 
the present production subsidies 
in Cape Hreton, as well as in other 
parts of Canada. But IT do want 
to say that the governinent 4¢s 
ready at any tiie to wif down with 
tle union and with the operaters 
and work out a form of subsidy 
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which will permit that, section of 
the country to resume ‘the produc- 
tion of coal on a healthy basis.” 
(Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Hansard, 
April 1). 

The Hansard report of the ex- 
change between M. J. Coldwell. 
C.C.F. leader, and Mr. Howe, is 
plain proof that the government 
has followed a deliberate policy 
of letting the strikers suffer for 
two idle months, while the com- 
pany officials relaxed on gov- 
ernment funds, before taking 
action: 

“Mr. Coldwell: “If I may ask a 
question at that point with regard 
to the payment of subsidies in 
Cape Breton, from what date was 
the subsidy discontinued which 
the company receives as a pro- 
tection ayrainst loss? 

“Mr. Howe: It was discontinued 
as of March 381. 

“Mr. Coldwell: So that for the 
past two months the company have 
been getting that subsidy while 
the strike was on? 

“Mr. Howe: That is right, under 
an agreement which the govern- 
ment undertook to continue until 
the end of the last fiscal year. 

“Mr. Coldwell: That is virtually 
a payment of its strike losses, is 
it not? ; 

“Mr. Howe: The result has been 
that for the last two months. The 
goverament in making the agrec- 
ment did not anticipate the 
strike.’’-—Hansard, April 1. 


Sask. Patients to 
Get Benefits If 


Outside Province 
REGINA.—Beneficiaries of the 
Saskatehewan Hospital Services 
Plan who are admitted to officially 
appreved — hospitals 
province or country can receive 
hospital benefits under the plan if 
their cases are certified as requir- 
ing hospital care by duly qualified 
medical practitioners, Premier T. 
C. Douglas declared recently. 

He alse painted out that a bene- 
ficiary leaving the ptoviace per- 
manently will still be eligible for 
benefits during the year for which 
his tax has been paid.. 
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There’s @ Marrow naargin be- 
tween keeping your chin up and 
sticking your neck out. 
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